
A Reasonable Faith – Part 1

Good morning.  Our scripture passage for this morning is 2 Corinthians 4:4.  This 
should be quite familiar to any of you who were here throughout the summer.  In 
fact, whenever I read it it’s always Jesse’s voice that I hear now.  Go ahead and read
it out loud with me:

“The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see 
the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”

Lies are dangerous things.  The purpose of a lie is to convince somebody to believe 
something that isn’t true.  Anything that isn’t true is dangerous.  I remember being 
in Minneapolis one time when my GPS told me a lie.  I knew it didn’t seem right, and
had I followed the GPS in that case, I would have ended up somewhere that I didn’t 
want to go.

If a lie is told skillfully enough, it can even result in a physical reaction based on 
something that isn’t real.  Let me give you a real-life example:

One night several years ago, I got up in the middle of the night to get a drink.  While
I’m in the kitchen, the smell of fresh bread and buns remind me that Lori had done 
some baking earlier that day.  So, I’m minding my own business with a glass of cold 
milk in my hand, when suddenly, a thought pops into my mind.  You know what 
would make that glass of milk better?   A fresh bun.  Go ahead.  You know you want 
to.  You deserve it.  And SHE’S sleeping.  She’ll never know!  She probably didn’t 
even count them.”  

So, after putting up a resistance for about 2 seconds, I reached into the bag and 
swiped a fresh bun.  Leaving the kitchen light off so as to not expose my secret, 
because secrets LOVE darkness, I carefully shuffled my way over to the knife drawer
and ever so gently slid it open.  Feeling my way across the different handles, I finally
found the bread knife and removed it from the drawer.

Holding the bun in my left hand, and the blade in my right, I anxiously performed 
surgery on the bun, in the blackness of the midnight kitchen.  

Suddenly, I felt the edge of the blade pass through the other side of the bun, and 
into my bare palm.  Certain that I had nearly amputated my own hand, I knew that I 
was in trouble. I tried to make my way to the bathroom so that I could contain the 
bleeding in the sink, but I didn’t make it. Although I was already in near total 
darkness, I could feel my sense of vision quickly disappearing, while the night-time 
noises of the house faded away into the distance.  I was about to pass out.

After what seemed like an eternity of sitting on the floor, I could slowly feel my 
senses coming back.  After gaining some strength back, I knew that I needed to turn
the light on and assess the stump at the end of my arm, and the mess I had made.  
Struggling to my feet, still trying to elevate my hand, I felt for the light switch with 
my elbow.  At last, the presence of the light brought truth to the dire situation.  And 
the truth was…, I didn’t even break the skin.
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Folks, I was convinced that I was bleeding to death, when I hadn’t even suffered a 
scratch.  Such is the power of a lie when there is nothing but darkness to conceal it.

So today, I want to discuss some lies of the devil that masquerade themselves as 
intellectualism, when what these lies are really doing is preventing people from 
coming to Christ.  I want to show you why Christianity is a reasonable faith.

Now, some of the lies I am going to point out may sound familiar if you were here 
last week to watch the video that Pastor Dennis presented.  But it felt right to me 
that this would be a follow up to what we saw last week.  And I’m grateful to 
Thomas Simcox from the Friends of Israel whose excellent work contributed to the 
development of this message.

So, let’s get into it, shall we?

Lie #1: There is no God.

It’s hard to show people that they need a Saviour if they don’t believe in God in the first place.  
As we saw in the video last week, if all we are is stardust, and we are on our way back to 
becoming dust, then who cares?  But Scripture says, “The fool has said in his heart , 
‘There is no God.’” (Ps 14:1).  

How big of a fool do you have to be to NOT believe that there is a God?  Well, look at this 
picture of the Big Dipper and the Little Dipper.  Those two constellations, so brilliant, and so 
similar, work together to provide navigation to us here on earth.  Look at how perfect they look 
from our vantage point.  Do you really think that is an accident?  A freak of nature?  That’s as 
absurd as saying that this Thomas Kinkade painting just happened to be an accident.  I don’t 
think so.

Have you ever noticed how the Big Dipper is so easy to spot in the night sky?  Look at how the 
stars from the Big Dipper line up to point to the last star in the handle of the Little Dipper.  That 
star is Polaris, the North Star.  For thousands of years, people have used that star for navigation.  
Just how precise is it?  

Now, when we look up at the night sky, both the Big Dipper and the Little Dipper appear 2-
dimensional.  They have no depth that we can see.  But the reality is, they are 3 dimensional in 
nature.

Each of the stars in both constellations vary in brightness and distance from the earth.  What this 
means is that Planet Earth is the only place in the ENTIRE UNIVERSE in which the Big Dipper 
and Little Dipper are visible in their constellations, and only place in the ENTIRE UNIVERSE 
that can use them for navigation.  

And if that were the ONLY argument for the existence of God, it should be enough.  Psalm 19:1 
says, “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament shows His handiwork.”
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Lie #2: The Bible is merely myths written by men

It’s hard to convince people that they need to live by the authority of scripture if they don’t 
believe that the Bible is anything but a collection of fairy tales.  What the Bible teaches about 
morality and accountability to a Holy God is completely meaningless if there was no divine 
inspiration behind it.

How do we know that the Bible is reliable?  Well, let’s look at the New Testament for a moment. 
How do we know that over the course of 2,000 years, and multiple translations, that it still says 
what it said back then?

Consider the writings of Plato.  Plato wrote between 427 and 347 BC.  But the oldest 
manuscripts available are from 900 AD.  That’s a gap of over 1200 years between the original 
writings and the oldest manuscript available today.  And how many of these manuscripts exists 
today?  7.

What about Homer’s Iliad?  This was written in 900 BC, with the oldest manuscript being from 
400 BC.  That’s a gap of only 500 years, and there are a whopping 643 manuscripts in existence 
today.

How do these writings compare to the New Testament?  Well, the New Testament was written 
between 40 and 100 AD.  The oldest manuscript is from 125 AD.  That’s a gap of only 25 years, 
and we have more than 24,000 manuscripts available!  I think it’s safe to say that the New 
Testament that we have today is a pretty accurate copy of the original New Testament 
documents.

But what about historical accuracy?  Even if the copies are accurate, is what they tell us accurate 
as well?  Well, the following non-Christian first-century historians have confirmed the life and 
execution of Jesus Christ:

 Cornelius Tacitus
 Lucian of Samosata
 Flavius Josephus
 Suetonius
 Pliny the Younger
 Thallus
 Phlegon
 Mara Bar-Serapion
 and references in the Talmud.

What about archeological evidence?  What do we see there?

Sargon II
Isaiah 20:1 makes a reference to the Assyrian king, Sargon.  Critics once claimed that Sargon 
never existed.  Well, while excavating Khorsabad, this relief of Sargon and another dignitary was
found.

Page 3 of 7



Belshazzar
What about the Babylonian king Belshazzar?  It was Belshazzar who was king when Daniel 
interpreted the mysterious writing on the wall for him in the book of Daniel.  Once again, 
skeptics denied the very existence of Belshazzar.  After all, if we can dismiss Belshazzar, then we
can dismiss miraculous stories like the “Writing on the Wall.”  Rather than Belshazzar, it was 
commonly thought that a man named Nabonidus was that last King of Babylon.

In fact, up until 1854, the Book of Daniel was the only place where the name of Belshazzar was 
even mentioned.  In 1854, a clay cylinder was found at Ur.  <© Marie-Lan Nguyen / Wikimedia 
Commons>  This cylinder, called the Nabonidus Cylinder, contained Nabonidus’ prayer to the 
moon god for “Belshazzar, the eldest son – my offspring.”  So, Belshazzar was a real person after
all, in the line of the Kings of Babylon, JUST LIKE DANIEL SAID.  Even more evidence of 
Belshazzar’s rule was found in 1882, in the form of the Nabonidus Chronicle Tablet.  This tablet 
explains that Nabonidus was actually away from Babylon when the Persians took over (as Daniel
predicted), and Belshazzar was ruling in his father’s absence at the time.

King Hezekiah and Sennacherib
I’ll give you one more example from the Old Testament.  In 2 Kings 19, we read about the King 
Hezekiah and his confrontation with the Assyrian King, Sennacherib.  Sennacherib has Jerusalem
surrounded, but Hezekiah prays, and an angel strikes down the Assyrian army.

Well, the artifact that you see here is called the Sennacherib Prism.  <wikimedia.org>  
Discovered among the ruins of Ancient Nineveh in 1830, the prism contains the boast of 
Sennacherib that he had King Hezekiah trapped in Jerusalem “like a bird in a cage.”  Funny thing
about kings and dictators… they don’t really like to mention their failures.

Examples from the New Testament
So, is there any archeological evidence that supports the New Testament?

Well, this stone, found in Caesarea, is called the “Pilate Inscription”, ©2011 Zev Radovan, 
www.BibleLandPictures.com  It refers to Pontius Pilatus, Prefect of Judea.  This is remarkable 
evidence for the existence of Pontius Pilate, the man who ordered the Crucifixion of Jesus.

The Gospel of John describes a man being healed by Jesus at the Pool of Bethesda.  John 
describes the pool has having 5 porticos.  It wasn’t until the 1800’s that this pool was discovered,
so skeptics often pointed to this as evidence that John’s Gospel was not historically accurate.  

I could point to many other references to historical people and places and events that have been 
confirmed through archaeological finds, such as coins or buildings.  But I think in these few 
minutes that I have demonstrated that there is enough evidence to believe that the Bible is 
reliable.  If we can believe what it says about these details, then we can believe its other claims 
as well.  John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.”
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Lie #3: I’ll get to heaven my way (I’m a good person)

Throughout the course of human history, people have been under the illusion that they are going 
to get to heaven on their own merit.  If they do enough good deeds, they will score enough points
to get to Heaven.  If they live a good enough life, they will be reborn into another physical body, 
closer to perfection than they were before, until they reach Nirvana.  If the amount of good that 
they do outweighs the bad that they do, then God will declare them good enough, and let them 
in.

This type of thinking reminds me of a joke I once heard about a man who died and approached 
the Pearly Gates. St. Peter told him that he had to test people with the point system. If the man 
got to 100 points he could enter. The man told Peter that he gave to the poor. Peter marked him 
down for 3 points. The man thought again, then said that he tithed. Peter added one point. The 
man, desperately searching his memory, finally said that he never cussed. Peter added 1/2 a 
point. By now the man got very frustrated and said that at this rate he could only get in by the 
grace of God. Peter replied, "Come on in!

In John 3:36, John the Baptist, when asked about Jesus, says, “He who believes in the Son has 
everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God 
abides on him.”

Later on, in John 14:6, Jesus Himself says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through Me.”

You know, in this politically correct age of inclusivity, that sounds pretty exclusive.  If Jesus and 
John the Baptist said those things today, I’m sure there would be lawsuits from the offended, and 
damages sought over the hurt feelings.

Is it reasonable to believe what Jesus and John the Baptist said?  Because on the surface, it 
sounds unreasonable.  It sounds unreasonable that God would not accept our points system, our 
good deeds, or our good intentions as the price of admission into Heaven.  Doesn’t He know that 
we are good people?  What kind of insecure, self-serving, vindictive God would send a kindly 
little Grandma to hell simply because she didn’t satisfy His ego by worshipping Him?  Who 
would want to worship a God like that?  Well, not me.  And probably not you, either.

So, why would Jesus say that about Himself if it wasn’t to satisfy His own thirst for control?  

Well, for starters, what do we know about God?  God is light.  He is perfect light.  In John 8:12, 
Jesus says, “I am the light of the world.”  

What do we know about sin?  Sin is darkness.  John 3:19-20 says, “And this is the 
condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil.  For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to 
the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.”
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We know that sin cannot exist in God’s presence any more than darkness can remain when the 
light is turned on.  The two cannot mix.

And despite our own opinions about how much our good deeds outweigh our bad, the fact is that 
according to Romans 3:23, all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  1 John 1:8 
reinforces that when it says, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.”

God, in His wisdom, knew all this.  In His justice, He required a blood sacrifice in order to pay 
the debt of sin, or else we would be condemned.  In His mercy, He sent Jesus as the sacrifice for 
us.  John 3:16 says For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

So, when Jesus says that He is the only way, He’s not being unreasonable.  He’s being truthful.  
There is no other way.

So, let’s go back to our kindly Grandma, because the thought of God “sending” her to hell is still 
uncomfortable.

When she was 16, the youth group from her church attended a revival meeting.  During the altar 
call, she felt the desire to respond to the Gospel message, but she pushed it aside because she was
afraid of what her friends would think.

She got married at age 22, and during the ceremony, the minister’s message spoke of the love of 
God, but the stars in her eyes were for her new husband, and she didn’t really pay attention to the
message.

Throughout their marriage they attended church at Christmas and Easter, but the focus of her 
thoughts was the meal that she was about to prepare.  Did she have everything she needed?  Did 
she remember to shut the stove off?  And so the distractions of life and the busy-ness of the 
holiday prevented her from really absorbing the reason for the season.

As she aged, the number of funerals she attended began to increase in frequency, and with each 
one, she was brought face-to-face with her own mortality, and the message being preached about 
salvation and eternity.  But she didn’t want to think about it, and besides, she was busy either 
comforting, or being comforted, or making sure there was enough coffee made for everybody 
who stayed for the lunch.

Finally, it was her turn to stand before the judgement seat, and when she arrived, she came 
bearing the guilt of her sin and the darkness that it held because she had never accepted the offer 
of salvation, despite it being offered to her many times.  And so in her darkness she stood before 
the Light of the World, and found that all of her good deeds, without the Cross, still left her in 
darkness.

God didn’t send her to hell.  With each rejection of Him, she made that choice herself.  And not 
making a choice is, in fact, making a choice.  God is a reasonable God, and He is a merciful God,
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not willing that ANY should perish, but that ALL should come to repentance – 2 Peter 3:9.  But 
He is also a just God, and He will not force Himself upon us.

Conclusion

If you’re here today, and you’ve chosen Christ as your Saviour, and you’ve rejected these lies of 
the devil, then I thank God for you, and I implore you to not sit on this Good News.  Share it 
with those around you!  Make your light shine!

And if you’re here today and you have not chosen Christ as your Saviour, please, don’t wait any 
longer?  Christianity is a reasonable faith.  God designed us to be logical.  He gave us our ability 
to be critical thinkers.  But He also provided ample evidence to help us through the thought 
process.  Isaiah 1:18 says, 

“Come now, and let us reason together,”
Says the Lord,
“Though your sins are like scarlet,
They shall be as white as snow;
Though they are red like crimson,
They shall be as wool.” 

Don’t wait any longer to make a decision.  Like the kindly Grandma, you don’t know when you 
won’t get another chance.  Speak with myself, or Pastor Dennis, or make your way over to the 
prayer room after the service.  There are people who would love to pray with you today.

Amen.  Let’s pray.

Page 7 of 7


	A Reasonable Faith – Part 1
	Lie #1: There is no God.
	Lie #2: The Bible is merely myths written by men
	Sargon II
	Belshazzar
	King Hezekiah and Sennacherib
	Examples from the New Testament

	Lie #3: I’ll get to heaven my way (I’m a good person)
	Conclusion


